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the Falk cul de sac would perhaps have been unnecessary.
The refusal to accept office emanated, however, as the let-
ter proves, from Blanckenburg himself, not, perhaps, with-
out being influenced by the last battles of the ' poor
Lutherans ' or ' old Lutherans' with whom Blanckenburg
was joined in the 'thirties. When he retired from poli-
tics I felt as though he had left me in the lurch. The
statement that I had overcome the Emperor William's re-
sistance to civil marriages is one of the inventions of the
Democratic Jesuitism which the 'Germania' represents.
The Emperor's aversion was overcome by the pressure
which the majority of the ministers present at Berlin,
assembled without me under Roon's formal presidency,
exercised upon his Majesty, and which went so far that
the Emperor had to choose between accepting the draft
bill and re-constructing the ministry. In my then state
of health it would have been beyond my powers to form
out of the parties inimical to me and to each other a new
cabinet with a view to continuing the contests in all di-
rections. Although the Emperor in his letter of May 8,
1874, says retrospectively that in spite of his having given
way he had written against it on two further occasions,
those letters were not addressed to me but to the ministry
in Berlin, and in his choice between obligatory civil mar-
riages and a change of ministers I only advised him to
choose the former. His aversion to civil marriages was
undoubtedly stronger even than mine; with Luther I held
that marriage was a municipal matter, and my opposition
to an acknowledgment of this principle was based rather
upon consideration for existing custom and the conviction
of the masses than upon any Christian scruples of my own,